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  Wow, so much to share! Weôll start with the fact that 12 

people from Oklahoma recently paid a visit to HOPE, far 

more than any previous time. Only a few days after shift-

ing the family to the new orphanage a group of 8 arrived. 

Some stayed in Sister Buelahôs room, some in the sick 

room, some in the office. No problem; adjustment is a 

normal task there. When I met Buelah in 1994, her family 

of 4 was living in a thatched-roof home of about 300 

square feet, and I donôt think sheôs forgotten that. So  8 

visitors for several days, then 4 more right on their heels 

didnôt seem to be a burden, but a joy for the entire family. 

  I was part of the group of 4, and only received positive 

feedback about the visitors. The children enjoyed playing 

with 2 year old Samuel, laughing and singing with the 

adults, and marveled at Parkerôs artwork. They were sur-

prised at how many good singers and guitar players were  

in that group! Hopefully we can get some testimonies 

from some of that group about their time at HOPE, which 

we can share in future newsletters and Journals of HOPE. 

  Havenôt really had much time to visit with them since 

returning to the States, but the biggest event with this first 

group was probably a celebration conducted on Jan. 1st, 

celebrating New Years, Russel Baker and his twin sister 

Gina Grahamôs 

birthday (with gar-

lands in photo be-

low), and the move 

to the new home. 

They invited many 

of the neighbors and had a blessed time. Some of the most 

positive feedback Iôve received was in regard to Anushaôs 

song (photo below). They had a little skit, Sindhu playing 

the part of Christ Jesus. Some of the boys were Pharisees 

bringing the woman caught in adultery and throwing her at 

Jesusô Feet. The song is about His great mercy upon her, 

and apparently much of the crowd was in tears as she sang. 

  We can give you a little more info about the 2nd groupôs 

time at HOPE (Sister Vickie shares about some of her ex-

perience on page 3). We cannot be thankful enough for our 

friend Jebaraj, who has selflessly helped us for years when-

ever we land in Chennai. He gets all our train tickets, takes 

care of all our food, accommodations and transportation, 

goes shopping with us and takes us sight-seeing. He, his 

wife, 2 girls and extended family are all a blessing to many! 

Vickie, Ashley, Charissa and I arrived at HOPE with many 

gifts in our bags: craft materials, stuffed animals for every 

child, many reading glasses, donated prescription glasses 

and other items, all love gifts from various  (cont. on p. 2)  
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Americans singing during the Jan. 1 function (their pastor, AT, is hidden on 

the left with a guitar). At right is HOPEõs Anusha, who played the part of 

the woman caught in adultery in John 8. Here sheõs singing of His great love! 
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parts of the Church here in the USA. Many have al-

ready benefitted from the glasses, and were they ever 

excited about the stuffed animals! One sister and her 

church gave money for gifts, which we used to pur-

chase 87 Christian books and about 8 music cassettes. 

Thanks to all!! 

  You will get more details in following articles and 

testimonies, so weôll just give a brief summary of our 

activities for now. Charissa wanted to do photography 

in villages, so we visited 3 or 4 villages, and had 

some unexpected ministry opportunities. We went to 

2 different villages, taking HOPE children, who sang, 

testified and shared the Word. 50-80 villagers came to 

each meeting. One night there was a youth meeting at 

HOPE, with maybe 70 or more local youth attending. 

Another night we had a neighborhood childrenôs 

meeting, lots of little ones coming. We trust in Him 

that these are not just fun times and opportunities, but 

times where many have seen His love and heard His 

Word, which is a Seed in the hearts of those who will 

believe and receive. Had a nice mini-vacation with 

the HOPE family in Vijayawada, visiting 2 parks and 

going on a boat ride (first time all the children have 

left the Bapatla area in almost 3 years). Had a lot of 

good ministry in the home with the children and wid-

ows. Spent a whole lot of time playing with and lov-

ing on the children, and had an awesome baptism at 

the beach (story below)! It seems that both groups 

experienced a very tearful departure when it came 

time to leave the precious children of HOPE. 

  Thereôs many rewarding moments that come from being a 

part of the Fatherôs love for children and widows (�³�D���)�D�W�K�H�U���R�I��
the fatherless and a Judge for the widows...God makes a home 

�I�R�U���W�K�H���O�R�Q�H�O�\�´���3�V������������-6a), but perhaps the most rewarding is 

when we can see evidence that His Word and love is not just in 

their head, but entering their heart. With the children, they are 

growing and learning that Love paid a price, and that true love 

for Jesus is more than lip-service, but involves a commitment of 

our lives into His Hands. In India, baptism is not usually taken 

lightly, and is one fruit of deciding to identify oneself with Christ 

in the midst of a non-Christian and often hostile society. 

  Weôre very thankful for the Gospel Band pastor in the photo 

below, Sangeetha Rao. He also helped us with baptizing several 

of the widows in January 2008. This was the first baptism for any 

HOPE children since December 2, 2006. The five (cont. on p. 4)  

Left: Ramya, Dinesh, Spandhana, Subhashini & Ludiya, HOPE children baptized. The baptism now finished, theyõre preparing 

for their first communion service. Right:  HMPõs Vijayamma greatly rejoicing after coming out of the water! 

precious, precious baptisms!!  

The main work of the ground floor has been completed. Thereõs a lot of 

small things that need to be done, but the familyõs moved in and enjoying 

much more space. The school is now being run in the childrenõs rooms. The 

plan is to finish cleaning the upper floor, then having school upstairs when 

itõs dry or not a blowing rain. We should have the funds to raise the com-

pound walls on every side but the one you see here, and put the entrance 

gate in. The small building at right (now a material shed) will probably be 

where they put the sewing machines and have tailoring classes this sum-

mer. The Lord did not give us this big building only to house 29 children. 

In the Indian context, many would consider that a waste and very ex-

travagant. Pray that Heõll send more orphaned, abandoned and unwanted 

little ones in His time, as well as the Godly people needed to love on them. 

We also pray it will continue to be a blessing to many widows, and also be 

used for His purposes which we cannot even see at this time. òCommit 
your works unto the Lord, and your plans will be established.ó Prov. 16:3 


