
  Many of us have been somewhat perplexed that, not only has only one child been 

admitted into HOPE during the last 3 years, but 4 have been taken out! Another 10 

year old, Siva, was taken by her grandparents recently, as they are wanting to use 

her to help take care of her 15 or 16 year old handicapped brother. ñWhy?ò has been 

a common question before the Lord for many days. Actually, until the end of 2008 

the HOPE family lived in the previous home, and it was too congested to take in 

more children. Because of the heart break of losing children, we are now requiring 

people that bring children to sign release papers, saying that they will not and can-

not take the child out of the home for any reason until they are finished with the 

10th grade. Though many people have enquired about bringing a child into HOPE, 

none have been willing to sign the papers, an indicator that the children are not 

really in a desperate situation or that the adults are simply wanting someone to feed, 

clothe and educate these children until they get older. We can sympathize with their 

poverty, but our desire at HOPE is to take in ONLY those children who have no one 

who is willing or able to care for them.  

  RATNA KUMARI (6) and MARY (3) are both from the same village, but differ-

ent families. Ratna Kumari was born Jan. 5, 2003, the 3rd child in her family. Her 

father died when she was very small. The mother remarried, and after having 2 

more children, the stepfather refused to take care of Ratna Kumari. The mother then left her with the grandparents, who were 

too old and poor to care for her. A local pastor told the mother about HOPE, so she brought Ratna Kumari. MARY was born 

Oct. 28, 2005, the father abandoning the mother while she was pregnant with Mary and marrying another woman. After Mary 

was born, the mother remarried with the stipulation that the new husband would not be responsible for the child. Baby Mary 

was taken to the grandparents, who can barely feed themselves, and the mother has never returned to check on the girl. Mary 

tried to run away and often cried for her grandmother during the first few days, but both girls are now doing great and already 

happy in the home. These girls are the 30th and 31st children in HOPE (we had 32 in early 2006). PRAY about helping us fi-

nancially with the new children coming into HOPE. CHALA (many) THANKS to those who have faithfully given and prayed 

for this ministry to the poor. ñThe eyes of all look to You, and You give them their food in due time.ò Ps. 145:15    
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Ratna Kumari & Mary on their 1st day  

THANKFUL FOR NEW CHILDREN IN HOPE  

shanthamma  baptism testimonies of hope manna widows  
  What a joy to be able to participate in the Fatherôs compassion for these widows 

who mostly are unable to work, and have no one able or willing to care for them. 

Most who are part of the HOPE Manna Program (HMP) are not only old and wid-

ows, but also unable to work, uneducated and professing Christians, all strikes 

against them in their society. A few Hindus have been admitted (but they may at-

tend a church and are open to hear about Christ), and some of the ñChristiansò donôt 

have much more understanding of Jesus than the Hindus. So as they sit in devotions 

and observe the life and peace at HOPE, their hearts are drawn and they begin to 

recognize that something (SomeOne) is missing in their life. Several of the HMP 

widows have given their hearts to Jesus for the first time in truth, and some have 

recommitted their lives to Him. When this happens, they also see their need to obey 

the Lordôs command to take water baptism. Five were baptized in January, and we 

want to share 2 of their testimonies in this newsletter. For your info, the testimonies 

are a 3-step process: 1. They share their testimony with Sister Buelah, who writes it 

down since they are not able. She may also help them in sharing their heart, as 

many of them are shy and not used to giving a testimony. 2. Buelah sends the testi-

mony to us in English, and then, 3. We edit it and pass it on to you. Shanthamma 
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Left: These are 9th 

and 10th class girls 

wearing new punjabi 

dresses that they made 

recently. Lord willing, 

within a year or two 

HOPE will be making 

all their own clothes 

and operating a tailor-

ing shop to earn some 

income for the home. 

(HMP baptisms continued) came into HMP in 2008. She has 3 daughters who 

all left with their husbands, not taking responsibility for their mother.  

  ñMy name is Shanthamma. I am very happy to be with the Hope Manna Pro-

gram. I am happy with my spiritual and physical food. Even though my hus-

band left me alone after his death, and 3 daughters also left me alone after their 

marriage, God never left me alone. I praise God for His provision for me. Many 

years ago I was born again but I didnôt have much desire for baptism. After at-

tending Hope Manna devotions, I understood the need of baptism. On January 10, 2009 God gave me a great opportunity to 

take baptism; Praise the Lord! I felt so happy after my baptism. I never had that much happiness in my heart before. I never 

will forget that wonderful day. I decided to live for Christ forever. I am thankful to God for everything He has done for me 

through the Hope Manna Program.ò  

  Padmamma also came in 2008, a widow for over 10 yrs. She also has 3 daughters, all very poor. She was staying on her 

daughterôs verandah, the son-in-law verbally abusive toward her. Praise God that in February of this year we were able to  

build her a new hut beside her daughterôs home. She was VERY thankful. ñMy name is Padmamma. I am very thankful to God 

for feeding me with spiritual and natural food through the Hope Manna Program. I am also thankful to God for providing a 

house to live through the Hope Manna Program. My God is wonderful. After I got salvation I neglected baptism. In HOPE 

devotions I learned more about the need of baptism and the importance of prayer and thankfulness. I came to know more about 

baptism, and then learned that some of our HOPE children were also taking baptism on January 10, 2009. It was an encourage-

ment for me to take baptism. Really that was a wonderful experience to my heart and I got real happiness in my heart. Praise 

the Lord! Really that is a wonderful experience in my heart. Now I am ready anytime to go to heaven. Praise the Lord!!ò 

Below is Padmamma going for baptism. The Indian on the left is Sister Vickie from Oklahoma, along with HOPEôs Anusha.  

Sadha & a face full of cake on Mommyõs bday 

BIRTHDAYS ñJune 2009  
Sis. Buelahñ June 1         Ludiyañ 12 on June 24  

Priyankañ 9 on June 9    Sadha ñ 8 on June 24  

Deepthi ñ 14 on June 18  Dineshñ 12 on June 25  

Ratna Kumariñ 16 on June 21          Sravani ñ 12 on June 26  

  Three young ladies: Alexis Kissick (my sweet niece), Jennifer 

Modesette & Shauna Swinney (all teachers from Houston), and my-

self (Dan) are scheduled to leave for India on July 13th. Please pray 

for safety and provision, as well as the Lordôs guidance and favor in 

all aspects of the trip. Weôre planning to arrive at HOPE on the 16th, 

having a youth meeting and a childrenôs meeting at the home, as 

well as visiting HMP widows and doing some village ministry with 

HOPE adults and children. There are widows and others who are 

asking about baptism, so we may participate in that also. After pos-

sibly leaving HOPE on the 27th, doing some sight-seeing and trav-

eling in the Hyderabad area, the girls return to the US on Aug. 4th. 

My plans are to stay until Aug. 26th, attend Bro. Jebarajôs cousinôs 

wedding on Aug. 10th, do village ministry with Bro. Puthra and 

spend more time at HOPE. Thanks for any help and prayers you can 
give. What you give will go only to do more ministry in India. 

pray for team going on july india trip  


