
  On July 15th Jenn Modesette, Alexis Kissick, Shauna Swinney and I 

(Dan) arrived in Chennai, India. For the 3 ladies, all from the Houston 

area, it was their first time in India. They were a real blessing to everyone. 

They had a heart to adapt to the Indian culture, never complained about 

the heat, different foods or inconveniences, and always had a friendly 

disposition toward those around them. On the 16th we arrived at the 

Bapatla train station, the ladies greeted with garlands by several of the 

HOPE adults and children. I can only imagine what was in their 

minds as we arrived at HOPE, with many beautiful, smiling 

brown faces eagerly waiting to meet these new visitors to their 

home. After each adult, child & widow introduced themselves, 

we went upstairs to have the ñribbon cuttingò for the 2 new 

guestrooms that were completed the very day of our arrival. As 

the Lord tarries, these rooms will be a blessing to many visitors in 

the coming years. 

  Thanks so much for your prayers, as all of us had almost 

perfect health during our time in India. The Lord again was very 

gracious to us in regard to the timing of this trip, as it potentially 

could have been very rainy (June & July is the beginning of the 

wet monsoon season in India). We had several outdoor activities 

planned, so were praying for dry weather. There was very little 

rain while we were there, and nothing was cancelled. PTL! The 

rains are sorely needed for the crops, and it did start to rain nicely 

before I left in late August. It was a little warmer than expected, 

but not oppressive heat. We thoroughly enjoyed being part of the healing and comforting process for the 4 newest 

children, who all came into HOPE in June, although the 20 month old, Joy, would have nothing to do with these white 

people! Whenever we got close to her she would cry. The 3 year old, Mary, did the same on the first night, but by the 

next day began to realize that we werenôt anything she 

needed to be afraid of. Havilah (8) and Kumari (6) just 

soaked up whatever affection we were able to give them. 

  Any visitors who have come to HOPE have experienced 

the fact that the children love to sing LOTS of songs! And 

it seems that they know hundreds, quite a few in English 

also. Jenn, Alexis (my precious niece), Shauna and I added 

to their collection of songs, as the girls taught them óMy 

Fatherôs Houseô and I taught them óOne Way Jesusô. 

  We had lots of good ministry and teaching times, some 

before the 3 ladies left on Aug. 3rd, and some after (I left 

on Aug. 25th)ð morning and evening devotions almost 

daily, Scripture competitions and treasure hunts, a youth 

meeting with about 100 in attendance and a childrenôs 

meeting with at least 150 (both at HOPE), and meetings at 

2 different villages. I felt like these were some of the most 
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Sisters learning an action song from the HOPE children.   
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for the 2 newly completed guestrooms at HOPE  

blessed time for hope visitors  



SHAUNA: ñThis past month I was blessed with the op-

portunity to go to India and visit the HOPE family.  It 

was definitely an experience that I will never forget.  

While at HOPE we were able to do many different activi-

ties with the children, visit two villages, take part in both 

a youth and a childrenôs program, and travel to a larger 

city with some of the older HOPE girls.  From the first 

night that we arrived at HOPE I was overwhelmed by the 

hospitality and generosity of Buelah and her wonderful 

family.  I had read many of the newsletters and stories 

about the children before going, but there would have 

been no way to prepare myself for the emotional experi-

ence of spending time with each child and getting to 

know their individual personalities.  The HOPE children 

won my heart.  Their dedication to the Lord is evident 

through their actions, attitudes, and extensive scripture 

memory.  They maintain a packed daily schedule com-

plete with two daily devotionals, three meals, a full day 

of school, chores, study time, and time to help out their 

family members as needed.  I was immediately taken 

ALEXIS: ñI have been so blessed by visiting HOPE!  My 

family has been involved with HOPE for several years, but 

I am the first to actually visit the home.  When we first ar-

rived I was overwhelmed by the warm greeting from Sister 

Buelah and the children.  I felt extremely comfortable, and 

by the end of the trip even felt like HOPE is my second 

home.  God definitely used the children to teach me a lot 

about myself.  They are extremely disciplined in their study 

of God's Word.  Each morning during devotions a child 

recites scripture.  We are talking whole chapters of various 

books of the Bible!  I couldn't believe it and was embar-

rassed that I don't spend more time and energy memorizing 

scripture.  I also learned a lot about living simply.  It was 

nice to be away from all of the distractions of my American 

life--tv, news, computer, cell phone, etc. and to simply sit 

and color with the children.  I loved that it was virtually 

impossible to sit down without a child coming to join me. 

We didn't always speak the same language, but love can be 

expressed in any language.  It was extremely difficult to say 

good-bye to everyone in the home!  I have been back in the 

States for over 2 weeks now, and not a day has gone by that 

I don't miss this family.  Thank you for all of your prayers 

for us while we were there!  Continue praying that each 

child may know how much they are loved, and that they 

will share that love with the community of Bapatla.ò 

Shauna 

Alexis  

back by how well the children follow the daily schedule 

without complaining.  One of my favorite things about vis-

iting HOPE was getting to know Buelah.  She has one of 

the most beautiful hearts I have ever seen. I feel like I 

gained wisdom just by being in her presence.  It was not 

hard to see her extreme love for the Lord, for the HOPE 

children, and for the lost.  She is passionate about evangel-

ism and works hard to instill that passion in the children.  I 

am so happy to know that when children are brought into 

HOPE they are able to be a part of her family.  They are 

lucky to gain such an amazing mother and family.  God is 

definitely working in and through the HOPE family.  It was 

so encouraging to be able to witness it first hand.ò  

fruitful meetings that weôve had over the years, as the 

children really put their heart into it. When weôve had 

meetings at HOPE in the past, there are usually a ton of 

distractions. But we made it a priority to spend quality 

time in group prayer before the meetings, so that the 

Presence and favor of Jesus would be evident among us. 

Both the youth and childrenôs meetings went really well, 

and our children did great in singing, testifying, sharing 

the Word and doing a skit. In the 2 village meetings, we 

gave more responsibility to the older girls to coordinate 

the program, deciding what songs would be sung, who 

would share, etc. They seemed to thrive when given this 

opportunity, taking it very seriously to spend time to-

gether praying and deciding what to minister. The 2nd 

village we visited is a tribal colony, very poor people. 

The decision was made to start going there each Sunday 

with some of the HOPE children to conduct a Sunday 

School with the village children. This began the Sunday 

before I left, which we believe is the beginning of much 

outreach coming forth from HOPE in the coming years.  


