
 

promises for difficult times  
  In times of economic turmoil and uncertainty, we have 

to make decisions in regard to our finances. Many will 

have anxiety in their hearts and, out of fear, will stop giv-

ing to Godôs work. Some will continue to bring their 

ñtithe into the storehouseò(church), based more on Old 

Testament law rather than being motivated by ñthe love 

of God (that) has been poured out within our hearts 

through the Holy Spiritò (New Testament law from Ro-

mans 5:5). But giving to ministries outside the local 

church often stops during financial difficulties. Many 

ministries are already feeling the pinch of less donations. 

  Yes, we need to use wisdom and not give money that 

we donôt have. But letôs not forget the work of Christ 

throughout the world that oftentimes requires funds. We 

should never forget that these ministries, whoever they 

may be reaching out to, are reaching out to real human 

beings, people who have real suffering and difficulties. 

Before we cut out giving to the poor, to the sick, the help-

less, the lost, letôs first consider cutting back on unneces-

sary spending, something that Americans are really good 

at. It takes the love of Jesus in our hearts in order for us 

to think outside of ourselves toward the need of others.  

  This is not a message to burden you down with the obli-

gations of love, nor a message of prosperity for selfish 

purposes, but to encourage you with Promises from 

Godôs Word toward those who are giving and merciful to 

the afflicted and needy. For those who choose to continue 

to reach out with His love, even in troubled times, you 

can cling to His Promises to care for you!  

 

ñHow blessed is he who considers the helpless; the Lord 

will deliver him in a day of trouble. The Lord will pro-

tect him and keep him alive, and he shall be called 

blessed upon the earth; and You will not give him over to 

the desire of his enemieséò Psalms 41:1-2 

 

ñThere is one who scatters, and yet increases all the 

more, and there is one who withholds what is justly due, 

and yet it results only in want. The generous man will be 

prosperous, and he who waters will himself be watered.ò 

Proverbs 11:24-25 

 

ñOne who is gracious to a poor man lends to the Lord, 

and He will repay him for his good deed.ò Proverbs 19:17 

 

ñHe who is generous will be blessed, for he gives some 

of his food to the poor.ò Proverbs 22:9 

 

ñHe who gives to the poor will never want (lack), but he 

who shuts his eyes will have many curses.ò Proverbs 

28:27 

 

ñAnd if you give yourself to the hungry and satisfy the de-

sire of the afflicted, then your light will rise in darkness and 

your gloom will become like midday. And the Lord will 

continually guide you, and satisfy your desire in scorched 

places, and give strength to your bones; and you will be 

like a watered garden, and like a spring of water whose wa-

ters do not fail.ò Isaiah 58:10-11 

 

Paulôs testimony: ñYou yourselves know that these hands 

ministered to my own needs and to the men who were with 

me. In everything I showed you that by working hard in 

this manner you must help the weak and remember the 

Words of the Lord Jesus, that He Himself said, óIt is more 

blessed to give than to receive.ò Acts 20:34-35 

 

ñEach one must do just as he has purposed in his heart, not 

grudgingly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful 

giver. And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so 

that...you may have an abundance for every good deed; as it 

is written, óHe scattered abroad, he gave to the poor, his 

righteousness endures foreveréò 2Cor.9:7-9(v.10-12 also). 

Who are these Promises for? The ñcheerful giversò and 

those who have ñscattered abroadò and given ñto the poorò. 

 

ñHe who steals must steal no longer; but rather he must 

labor, performing with his own hands what is good, so that 

he will have something to share with one who has need.ò 

Ephesians 4:28 

 

ñAnd my God will supply all your needs according to His 

riches in glory in Christ Jesus.ò Philippians 4:19 (this was 

not written for all, but specifically for believers who were 

giving into the ministry. Please read Philippians 4:13-20) 

 

 

 


