
 

  Orphanage/family  
ñPure and undefiled religion in the sight of our God 

and Father is this: to visit orphans and widows in 

their distress, and to keep oneself unstained by the 

world.ò  James 1:27 

death and/or abandonment. About ӎ had one parent die or 

abandon the child, leaving the other in deep poverty. Another 

ӎ come from abusive homes. ñLord, You know the hopes of 

the helpless. Surely You will listen to their cries and comfort 

them.ò Psalms 10:17 

  Although our desire is to care for as many needy children as 

the Lord would enable us to, itôs a high priority within  

HOPE to run the home as a family, not merely as an organi-

zation or institution. Foreigners who have visited HOPE can 

testify of His amazing grace that is upon this home. Even 

though there are 30 plus children (2008), they donôt think of 

themselves as being without parents or without the love of a 

family. Pray that this would never change.  

Rajesh & his sister, Priyanka, 
came to HOPE in 2005 at 6 
and 4 years old. Their par-

ents were always quarreling. 
Finally the mother poured 
kerosene on herself, and 

grabbed her husband as she 
lit the fire. An uncle tried to 
intervene, but all 3 died. The 
grandparents were too poor 

to care for them.   

Many blessings come with caring for the orphans & desti-
tute children, such as the provision of food, clothing, edu-
cation, love and security for the child. But as believers in 
Christ Jesus, the greatest blessing is to watch these chil-

dren develop a love for Him, and then to follow His will. 
This is Latha (oldest child in HOPE) on her baptism day.  

The Beginnings of HOPE 
  HOPE (which stands for Heaven for the Orphan 

People on Earth) is located in the town of Bapatla in 

southeastern India, only a few miles from the Bay of 

Bengal. A sister in the Lord named Mary Buelah had 

worked in childrenôs homes for years, as well as in a 

leper camp for 6 years. She was dissatisfied with the 

childrenôs homes because of abuses and wrong mo-

tives. As she prayed for the Lord to open the doors to 

run her own orphanage, that opportunity came about 

in 1998. She had resigned her position at one of the 

childrenôs homes and was waiting on the Lord, when 

she and her husband, Devasahayam, took a 2 year old 

girl named Sravanthi into their home. Her father had 

died of TB and her mother later died of AIDS. The 

Lord is using the donations of many different people 

to assist in the operation of this home. 
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Not Only An Orphanage, But A Family 

  In India, many people are promoting their ministry to 

children as an orphanage, when in fact it is a ñhostelò. 

A school hostel is a place where primarily poor people 

send their children to receive food, clothing and an 

education during the school year. Many hostels exist 

because of the lack of schools in many villages and 

towns. Most hostel children return to their families 

during the school holidays. HOPE is an actual orphan-

age, the children brought there to stay.  

  Not all the children are total orphans, but they all 

come from broken and/or destitute backgrounds. Of 

the children presently at HOPE, only one (Spandhana, 

above) came strictly due to poverty. About ӎ of the 

children had no parents when coming to HOPE, due to  


